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The Boston Tea Party in 1773 was not a party. It was a 
risky act of defiance. The events that led up to this act began 
in England. 

A British business had more tea than it could sell in 
England. The British Parliament let the company sell its 
excess tea tax-free to American colonists. This gave the   
company an unfair advantage over local merchants who    
had to pay taxes. Even though the cost of the tea was lower, 
colonists were unwilling to pay the unjust taxes.

People in Philadelphia decided to boycott. They forced 
British tea agents to resign their positions. Colonists in 
other areas tried blocking the company’s ships. They wanted 
to keep the vessels from docking in their ports. People in 
Boston tried the same thing. They were unsuccessful. Three 
British ships docked in Boston’s harbor. The ships’ officers 
refused to leave the port. 

To protest, colonist Samuel Adams and fifty followers, 
carrying hatchets and dressed like Mohawk Indians, boarded 
the ships. They chopped chests of tea open and threw them 
into the harbor. Paul Revere spread the word of the anti-tax 
protest.

On April Fool’s day in 1774, the King of England closed 
the Boston port. The governor of Massachusetts did not    
support the colonists. Ben Franklin printed unflattering 
letters about the governor. England scolded Franklin for his 
critical words. Tax laws and the dressing down of Franklin 
hardened the colonists. Inevitably, the disputes lead to the 
American Revolution.


